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Take Mozart's Count and turn him into a lounge lizard, and you
have the enormously enjoyable "The Marriage of Figaro, the Las
Vegas Version," currently onstage at the newly renovated Tivoli

Theatre.

Part opera, part zany spoof, this show transports Beaumarchais'
story from Seville in the 18th century to Sin City in the '60s,
nudging Mozart's Count and Countess, Cherubino and
Marcellina, Figaro and Susanna, closer to the worlds of "Guys
and Dolls" and Gilbert and Sullivan than might have seemed
possible -- or desirable. The beguiling thing about this show, part
of the In Series's ongoing efforts to bring unusual artistic
productions to this city, is that it moves in and out of Mozart's
frame so comfortably, so smoothly and entirely without an

attempt to simply recreate his wonderful opera.

The Count, here a smarmy nightclub entertainer, is after

Susanna, the Countess's assistant. Susanna is engaged to Figaro,
the Count's assistant. Marcellina, moll and former chorus girl,
wants Figaro, and Cherubino, a caricature of a '60s hippie, wants
every female he lays his eyes on (here, just as in Mozart's time,
the role is played by a woman). People masquerade as other
people, hide from each other in closets and behind flimsy chairs
and leap out of windows, but in the end they sort themselves out

and pair up happily.
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The piano accompaniment was beautifully and incisively handled
by Music Director Carlos Rodriguez, who reserved Mozart's

overture for the very end to accompany the applause.

There's still a chance to see this -- tonight and next Saturday.
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